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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, August 4, 2015, at 12 p.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2015 

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Lord God omnipotent, Your power 

and love sustain us. Rule the wills of 
our lawmakers by Your might as You 
use them to do Your work on Earth. 
Lord, give our Senators faith to look 
beyond today’s challenges and trials, 
finding in You the source of their opti-
mism and confidence. May their con-
fidence in the unfolding of Your loving 
providence lighten every task, pro-
viding them with reasons to rejoice. 
Give them the gift of perseverance, en-
abling them to refuse to become weary 
in doing Your will. When they fall, help 
them always to rise again. 

Lord, thank You for providing us 
with faith to look beyond today’s vicis-
situdes, always knowing that nothing 
can separate us from Your love. 

We pray in Your sovereign Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-

TON). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATIONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 

just a few minutes, President Obama 
will deliver another blow to the econ-
omy and to the middle class. He will 
unveil regressive regulations that are 
set to harm struggling workers and 
families. They are projected to cost lit-
erally billions. They threaten to ship 
good middle-class jobs overseas and 
will likely make it harder to maintain 
reliable sources of energy to meet de-
mand. They will also likely result in 
higher energy bills for those who can 
least afford them, potentially raising 
electricity rates by double digits for 
people I represent. 

All of this, and for what? Not only 
will these massive regulations fail to 
meaningfully affect the global climate, 
but they could actually end up harm-
ing the environment by outsourcing 
the energy production to countries 
with poorer environmental records like 
India and China. 

They may also be illegal. That is why 
I wrote the Governors earlier this year, 
suggesting they take a responsible 
wait-and-see approach and allow the 
courts to weigh in before subjecting 
their citizens to such unnecessary pain. 

The Supreme Court’s rebuke to the 
White House in June on another envi-
ronmental regulation underlines the 
wisdom of this approach. Even though 
that mercury regulation was ulti-
mately tossed out, most of its damage 
had already been done. It reminded 
Governors that it would be reckless not 
to take a wait-and-see approach this 
time. 

Now, several Governors have already 
decided they will not allow the admin-
istration to rush them into adopting 
these regulations, and I expect more to 
follow. I was recently able to place lan-
guage in the Senate Interior appropria-
tions bill that would prohibit the ad-
ministration from arbitrarily imposing 
its will on States that take this re-
sponsible approach. 

Senator CAPITO also has a bill that 
would prohibit the regulations from 
moving forward until the courts have 
ruled on their legality. These aren’t 
the only legislative options Congress 
can consider. We can pursue other ave-
nues like CRA resolutions and further 
appropriations riders as these regula-
tions are published and as they wind 
their way through the courts. 

Here is the bottom line about today’s 
announcement. If the Obama adminis-
tration were actually serious about ad-
vancing renewable energy, then it 
would follow the example of what lead-
ers like Senator MURKOWSKI have been 
achieving in the Energy Committee. 
She is showing how we can make big 
strides on energy diversification and 
that we can do it in a bipartisan way 
and that we don’t have to punish the 
middle class to do it. 
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